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escaped through the Confederate lines. State eman-
cipation in Missouri, Maryland, West Virginia,
and Tennessee, and the practical application of
the Emancipation Proclamation where the Union
armies were in control ended slavery for many
thousands more. Wherever the armies marched,
3lavery ended. This was true even in Kentucky,
where the institution was not legally abolished
until the adoption of the Thirteenth Amendment.
Altogether more than a million negroes were free
and to some extent habituated to freedom before
May, 1865.

Most of these war-emancipated negroes wore
scattered along the borders of the Confederacy, in
camps, in colonies, in the towns, on refugee farms,
at work with the armies, or serving as soldiers
in the ranks. There were large working colonies
along the Atlantic coast from Maryland to Florida.
"The chief centers were near Norfolk, where General
Butler was the first to establish a "contraband"
cainp, in North Carolina, and on the Sea Islands of
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, which had
been seized by the Federal fleet early in the war.
To the Sea Islands also were sent, in 1865, the
hordes of negroes who had followed General Sher-
man out of Georgia and South Carolina. Through